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Health Taxes Seminar Series

Bottoms Up:
Alcohol Policy to Raise Revenue and Protect Health

Thursday, September 23, 2021
7:00 am - 8:30 am EST

This seminar will examine the case for alcohol policy reforms in low-and-middle-income countries to boost
population health and expand fiscal space, including as part of the recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic. The seminar is the third in the Health Taxes Seminar Series, following “Using Health Taxes to
Support Revenue and Save Lives: Role of IMF and World Bank,” and “Taxing Sugar-Sweetened

Beverages in the USA: Implications for Optimal Design.”

OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Toomas Palu,
Adviser on Global Health
Coordination,

World Bank

PANELIST: INDIA

Dr. Ramesh V. Penumaka
Public Health Expert and
Former Principal Health
Secretary, Government of
Andhra Pradesh, India

PRESENTER

Dr. Bert Brys

Senior Tax Economist, Head
of the Country Tax Policy and
Personal and Property Taxes
units, OECD
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PANELIST: ESTONIA
Dr. Maris Jesse
Public Health Expert,
Estonia

PANELIST: PHILIPPINES
Ms. Gianna Gayle Amul
Advisor at Research for
Impact, Singapore, and
PhD student at the
University of Geneva

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Michael Borowitz
Lead of Secretariat of
Sustainable Financing for
Health Accelerator and
Chief Health Economist,
Global Fund

PANELIST: GHANA

Dr. Da-Costa Aboagye

Fellow of the Higher Education
Academy of England and Wales

PRESENTER

Dr. Michele Cecchini
Senior Health Economist
and Policy Analyst,
OECD

MODERATOR

Dr. Adanna Chukwuma
Senior Health Specialist,
World Bank

The World Bank’s support to the Joint Learning Network for UHC is made possible with
financial contributions from the following partners:
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For questions about this event, please contact: Vrishali Shekhar (vshekhar@worldbank.org)
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